CMARY3   IS   REBELLIOUS                      331
during part of the time, Mrs Foyster. The seance was a typical
spiritualist demonstration, and a number of 'entities' 'came
through.5 As each 'spirit3 presented itself, so the medium suc-
cessively assumed or absorbed his or her personality (as Mr
Warren did at Marks Tey), and conversed with the sitters in the
character of the entity. The seance, which lasted from six o'clock
to 10 P.M., was very impressive. The medium's 'controls/ or
'guides,' were a Red Indian and a 'Dr Haslam, of Harley
Street,' who died some years ago. The 'doctor' diagnosed Mr
Foyster5 s illness as rheumatism c and told him to avoid potatoes,
and starchy foods, such as tapioca and sago,5 etc. The 'doctor'
also told the Rector that he suffered from depression, which Mr
Foyster admitted.
The next 'entity' was a drunken ex-publican named 'Joe
Miles,5 who kept calling for 'drinks all round5 and could not
be persuaded that he was dead. Asked whether it was he who
was causing all the trouble at the Rectory, 'Joe Miles9 gave an
alcoholic grunt which was taken for assent.
Then the medium sighed and said eOh dear!' and appeared to
cry [I am quoting from the report], CI don't know where I am.'
'Why, you're dead,' Meads cut in, and the spirit seemed to know
that. The medium kept sighing and crying in a high voice,' I went
to London and I had a baby, and I murdered it.5 She gave her
name as 'Mary,' and said she 'felt very rebellions' because of the
cruelty with which she was met when she came back to the village.
She was turned out at night in the rain, and slept under a hedge.
Meads went through the same effort to get her to pray and turn to
better things. She partly promised to do so.
A number of other 'spirits5 manifested themselves, and were
impersonated by the medium. It would tire the reader to give
an account of all these, but one of them, 'John Wesley,5 really
was impressive. I again quote the report: 'And Wesley, if
Wesley it was, gave us a short inspirational sermon lasting some
five minutes ... it was very well done, and much better than the
ordinary sermon, and much simpler, and in good language and
taste.' The stance ended with the 'appearance5 of 'Cardinal
Newman5!